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SUBJ: THE WEEK IN REVIEW, BAGHDAD 

REF: (A) TEHRAN 7872, (B) BAGHDAD 1022, (C) BAGHDAD 1077 

1. SUMMARY: VERY LITTLE IS HAPPENING ON POLITICAL OR 

ECONOMIC SCENE IN BAGHDAD SO PAR THIS AUGUST. PACED BY CONTINUING 
SHORT TERM CASH PLOW/MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS, GOI HAS SIGNED NO 
MAJOR PROJECT CONTRACTS IN PAST THEE WEEKS. INTERNATIONALLY, 
PRINCIPAL FOCUS IS ON FORTHCOMING NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT IN COLOMBO. 
ARMY APPEARS TO BE TIED DOWN ALONG SYRIAN PRONTIER AND IN KURDISTAN. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. GOI ATTEMPT TO CONCILIATE KURDS IS PARTIALLY, AT LEAST, IN 
RESPONSE TO SPORADIC LOW-LEVEL INCIDENTS IN NORTH. WE HAVE SEEN, 
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HOWEVER, NO INDICATION AS YET THAT ANY KURDS DISPERSED OVER 
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SOUTHERN IRAQ HAVE BEEN ALLOWED TO RETURN HOME. RUMORS AND UN- 
SUBSTANTIATED REPORTS ARE AEOOT THAT SOME IRAQI TROOPS ARE BEING 
SHIFTED EROM SYRIAN BORDER TO KURDISTAN AND SOME OTHERS MAY SOON 
RETURN TO BARRACKS. SADDAM HUSSEIN'S TOUR OE THE NORTH IN EARLY 
JULY DEMONSTRATED IRAQI CONCERN TO KEEP LID ON IN KURDISTAN. 

WE HAVE CONEIRMATION THAT GOI, THROUGH IRAQI DELEGATION COMPOSED 
MAINLY OF MUKHABARAT (INTELLIGENCE) PERSONNEL AND ABDUL SAMAD HAMID, 
RCC LIAISON OFEICER RCC WITH IRAN EOR KURDISH AEEAIRS (REE. A), 

HAS APPROACHED KURDS IN IRAN WITH SOME EORM OE AMNESTY OFEER. 

SUBSTANCE OE IRAQI PROPOSALS, HOWEVER, NOT AVAILABLE TO US AT THIS 
TIME. LOCAL MEDIA COMMENT ON KURDISH AEEAIRS, INCLUDING BARZANI'S 
ACTIONS IN THE US, IS NOW CONSPICUOUSLY ABSENT. 

3. RUMORS OF DISAFFECTION AMONG IRAQI TROOPS ROASTING IN DESERT 
ON SYRIAN BORDER ARE RIFE. HOWEVER, THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT 
GRUMBLING DOES MORE THAN EXPRESS ANNOYANCE WITH HEAT AND FRUSTRATION 
WITH APPARENT EUTILITY OE TROOP MOVEMENT PLOY. ALSO ALL CONSCRIPTS 
WHOSE TOUR OE DUTY WERE DUE TO END THIS SUMMER HAVE BEEN TOLD 

THAT THEY WILL BE EXTENDED EOR THE DURATION OE THE TROUBLES WITH 
SYRIA. 

4. IN AUGUST 8 PRESS INTERVIEW, FONMIN HAMMADI MADE EOLLOWING 
POINTS REGARDING CONSENSUS APPROACH PREFERRED BY IRAQ AT 
COLOMBO SUMMIT (REE B): 

(A) ONLY ISSUES EOR WHICH GENERAL AGREEMENT COULD BE EXPECTED 
SHOULD BE RAISED; ISOLATED ISSUES OE CONCERN ONLY TO INDIVIDUAL 
COUNTRIES SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO DISRUPT THE CONEERENCE. 

(B) IRAQ CAN NOT AGREE TO PARTICIPATION IN THE CONEERENCE 
PROCEEDINGS BY ANY STATE THAT IS MEMBER OE A MILITARY 
ALLIANCE. 

(C) IRAQ HAS PROPOSED A PROCEDURAL SHIET IN FAVOR OF OPEN 
DEBATES ON PUBLIC ISSUES. 

(D) THE SYSTEM AND TECHNIQUES OF THE NON-ALIGNED COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE SHOULD BE REFORMED. 

(E) IRAQ'S POSITION ON PALESTINE IS TO SUPPORT "ESSENTIALLY AND 
GENERALLY ACCEPTED" PROPOSALS WHICH UNDERLINE "THE NATIONAL RIGHTS 
OE THE ARAB PEOPLE OF PALESTINE" AND SEEK THE WITHDRAWAL "OE 
ZIONIST EORCES EROM ALL OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES AT NO POLITICAL 
COST TO THE ARAB PEOPLE". 
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5. SYRIAN PEREIDY REMAINS MAJOR PREOCCUPATION OP PRESS. RECENT 
TV DRAMA SHOWING CAPUTED SYRIAN ?SPY " AND FRONT PAGE STORY OP 
"NATIONALIST" SYRIAN ARMY OFEICER MURDERED BY SYRIAN REGIME 
ATTEMPT TO SUSTAIN PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN. MEDIA PLEASED TO QUOTE OR 
MISQUOTE WIRE-SERVICE AND EVEN "JERUSALEM POST " ARTICLES ABOUT 
ISRAELI ASSISTANCE TO CHRISTIANS IN LEBANON. GOI CONTINUES TO 

USE PRONT ORGANIZATIONS, RATHER THAN GOI SPOKESMEN, TO CONDEMN 
SYRIAN-PLO ACCORD IN LEBANON. SYRIAN REGIME (RATHER THAN PLO) IS 
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BLAMED FOR ACCORD. GOI TREATMENT OF PALESTINIAN ROLE IS AS UNDER- 
STANDING AS POSSIBLE. 

6. COMMENT: WHILE THE IRAQI REGIME IS FURIOUS WITH PLO FOR 
COMPROMISING WITH THE SYRIANS IN LEBANON, GOI ATTEMPTS TO MAIN- 
TAIN OPEN LINES TO PLO AS WELL AS LESS MODERATE PALESTINIAN 
GROUPS IN ANTICIPATION OF EVENTUAL COLLAPSE OF THE ACCORD. AT 
THIS TIME IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE WHAT MORE THE IRAQIS COULD 
REALISTICALLY DO FOR THE PALESTINIANS IN LEBANON BEYOND CONTINUING 
PRESUMED INFUSION OF ARMS AND MONEY, MAINTAINING THE MEDIA CAM- 
PAIGN AGAINST SYRIA, AND WAITING UNTIL THE SYRIAN-PLO UNDERSTANDING 
UNRAVELS. IN THE MEANTIME GOI IS CONCENTRATING ON MAJOR EFFORT 
IRAQIS WILL MAKE AT COLOMBO. THE DRAMA OF SADDAM HUSSEIN'S 
PROBABLE APPEARANCE ON THE COLOMBO STAGE AND THE POSSIBILITY OF A 
GENEROUS RECONCILIATION WITH THE KURDS SHOULD PARTIALLY ALLEVIATE 
THE SENSE OF FRUSTRATION CAUSED BY THE SETBACKS THAT IRAQI 
FOREIGN POLICY HAS RECENTLY EXPERIENCED IN LEBANON. 

KILLOUGH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, PROGRESS REPORTS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MartinML 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BAGFIDA01 109 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760307-0133 
From: BAGHDAD 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760870/aaaacjgu.tel 

Line Count: 133 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 TEHRAN 7872, 76 BAGHDAD 1022, 76 BAGHDAD 1077 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: MartinML 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <07 MAY 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <01 SEP 2004 by MartinML> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THE WEEK IN REVIEW, BAGHDAD 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, IZ, SY, PLO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



